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KGH readies for med1ca1 students |

Hospltal to recewe lts lmtlal group
of :I.st-year students in January 2012

ByJ.P. SQUIRE
The Dally Couner ,

The medlcal students are
commg ‘ :

“The first fresh faces from UBC’ e

medical school will arrive ifi. the -

Southiern Interior in September.

These third-year students will go~
‘to hospitals i Vernon Kamloops :
and Trail.in p:lot projects. -

- ‘The first:wave of first: -year med. o
1cal students will aprive'in - k
' plied to the UBC: medical school
‘-have been shorthsted to 600

“Kelowma in J: anuary 2@12, forever .
changing’ Kelowna General
Hespnal,

" The precess of choosmg the T

- first- year students for UBC’s’ _'
- southern medlcal program has al-
roady begun. . .

Dr. Allan Joues, regional asso-

- clate dean for UBC’s Interfor fac-
ulfy of medicing, spent the lasttwe - |

weekends in’ Vancouver inter-
viewing prospective students with
the associate-deans responsible.
for the Vancouver - Fraser,

Vancouver Island and northern « - .
B.C. medical-programs. - " 5

The 1,300 people who. haue ap

COntmued on page A4

durmg the past three years

Students

Continued from page A1

Qf those 600, 288 are c_hosen 1o en;
ter the faculty of medicine and 32
stiadents will be assigned to the

‘Okanagan, said Jones. 7
“This was the first time we were -
represented at the admissions in-
terview sessions,” he said. . “My
roleisiofry and convinee the very
best students — the ones I think
are. advenmresome and who want

ly take a strong look at our pro-
grams and. rank us as their top
choice.”
After rankmg the four programs
by preference, students will learn
Con May 1 if they were aceepted snd
where they will study for the next
four years.
- "On Sept. 1, all first- year students

for four months, On Jan. 1, 2012,

four programs. = -

Interior program studexts will
study at two Kelowna sites: the $28-
million, 4,266-squars-metve Health
Seiences Cenire.at UBC Okanagan
| eampus, now one month from com-
pletion, and the 3,200-sguare-me-
ire clinical academic campus at

* finished.
1 During their first two years, they
. will spend two-thirds of their time

" and local doctors’ ofﬁces said
Jomes.

“One of their courses mvolves
| being in family doctors’ offices for
| ahali-day a week, so we are busy
| recruiting. We're really hoping to

_draw from a wide area, that some
of our doctors in Winfield, West
- Kelowna and Vernon will partici-
_ pate. We do have some signed up
- from all of those sites.”

The third year involves clinical

' training, said Jones. =
| “We have a very, very unique, I
| think, and exciting model. One of
our important mandates is o ex-
pose students to smaller commumi-
|| - ties s0 they can see the benefits, the
type of medicine practised and to
| potentially really look at smaller
- comnuinities as a practice potential

Rather th i have students
those smaller communities for

fieials are looking at the possibili-
ty of students living and studying
_in those commumities for their ent
- fire third year.

ate program’ as “disiribuied”
_among four B. C. campuses

“Tn 4 sense, we would be having

a distributed campus within our

“idea the Kelowna students would
go to other communities in their
third year.

‘ committee and feam that has been

southérn medical program in the-

< to be first at something — fo real-

will go to the Vancouver campus.

students will be divided among the

Kelowna General Hospital, now .

at-UBCO, and the balance at KGH -,

| whet ey finish thiir residency.” -

only two weeks at a time, UBC of-

UBC describes its undergradu— ‘

program,” said- Jones, with the.

}- ~ “Kamloops has an ed.ucatmn

‘.‘ ‘working hard over the past year

-and is starting to take third-year

students from Vancouver as pilot
projects to iron out their read1-
ness,” said Jones.

Vernon and Trail hospitals Wﬂl |

Start-taking third-year students
from -the Vancouver Fraser,
Vancouver Island and northern

B.C. programs in September, even

- before KGH gets its first-year stu-
dents. Two will go to Vernon and
two to Trail in pilot projects.

“There's been a great interest in

the student body to really take a
look at that,” said Jones.

'Fifteen to 20 students checked

out Vernon Jubilee Hospital on
Feb. 19 and 20, and 11 students
went to Trail last weekend.

' “ln their fourth year, students
are-encouraged to study in centres
of excellence as they seek out their
career path. .for residency.

Someone interested in pediatrics-
could get some. training in

Kelowna, - but  could also do a
month of training in Vancouver,
Ca]gary, Saskatoon or even over-
‘ seas *said Jones.

By 2014, the southern medlcal .

program is expected 1o have 128

students involved in four years of -

trainirig — 32 in each year.
The arrival of the first 32 in

January 2012 will have “a fair im- -

pact” on KGH, he said. e
“One you need space for the ad
“ditional learners, particularly, in

operating theatres. They are not

going to do ma;or surgery on pa-
tients, naturally, but they are cer-
tainly going to be observing and
potentially holding reiractors or

saturing a little bit of skin as sur- -

geons close.”
Students do take a little extra

time as learners, he admitted, so.

everyone must work together to
bring learners into their lives
without slowing down or interfer-
ing with the care of patients.
“Tt’s quite a jugeling act. Our doc-
tors are working with nursing staff
-and the health anthority to mini-

mrize any impact or delay in care,

particularly in the ORs. That's a

tricky one. A few new operating.

. theatres in the new buildings will
. take some of the pressures off.”
- The other aspect is students
learn medicine best when they are
caring for patients, he said.
e 50, We count on the ‘commumty
il of patlents n"Kelowna to support
learners being involved in their
care. Naturally, we ask their per-
mission. Should they not feel com-
fortahle, it’s not forced on them.
We hope the commumty Wﬂl em-
brace us.”

However there is already a '

‘strong track record at KGH and
with local doctors, he said.
“We've had over 200 learners
here in the last three years, so it's
not new to the commimity. Af the
same-time, students can be a little
bit scary because they are. very
bright and they know lots of stuff,
so they do challenge us as.dectors,
and you have to be ready for that
challenge,” he said.

-Th|rd-year UBC medical students tram at Kelowna General Hospital.
About 200 UBC medical students have recelved trammg at KGH



